10 TOP TIPS
FOR
DESIGNING
OUTDOOR
LIVING
SPACES

Towns, villages and urban neighbourhoods can be great
places to live, work and enjoy a healthy lifestyle.
It is important even in the case of temporary interventions
that the quality of design is well considered and managed.
The RIAI promotes the role of architects in implementing
quality design in urban intervention projects.
The RIAI and its Urban Design Committee develop guidance
- such as the Town and Village Toolkit, as well as policies and
support workshops for those involved in the regeneration or
creation of such places.
The RIAI has also developed a dedicated webpage - Working
with your Town and Neighbourhood - as a home for RIAI
urban design initiatives, including a number of special Tidy
Town Awards to support communities with professional
advice.
Chambers Ireland is delighted to partner with the RIAI on
this timely guide on the 10 Top Tips for designing outdoor
spaces ahead of the re-opening.
We hope this will be a useful tool to make the most of the
outdoor space available to businesses and the wider
community for the coming months as we embrace outdoor
spaces.

10 TOP TIPS
PREPARED BY
THE RIAI
URBAN DESIGN
COMMITTEE

Images shown are of projects delivered by the County
Councils of Cork, Dún Laoghaire Rathdown, Kildare and Mayo.

1 Local authorities should

establish a multidisciplinary placemaking
team, including a
Registered Architect with
urban design skills to create
a holistic vision.

3 Examine and audit the town

centre, streetscape and
immediate environment
including a visual and spatial
audit – are you in an
Architectural Conservation
Area?

with the Local
2 Consult
Authority, Stakeholders and the
Community from an early stage
to address built heritage
sensitivity, insurance liabilities,
etc. [as part of the Section 254
and the Section 38 process].

4 With the Local Authority, seek
to de-clutter any unnecessary
signage, and relocate benches,
bins etc. as necessary to
improve the public realm.

a Registered Architect 6 Working with your architect,
5 Engage
to develop quality design
design an inclusive space for
both daytime and night-time
activity.

solutions that are fully
inclusive and accessible to all.
Choose an attractive range of
outdoor furniture for all
abilities and ages.

7

Enhance the public realm by
using good quality and
durable materials. Select
materials and colours that
relate to and complement the
local context and character.

9 Put sustainability first -

incorporating sustainable
drainage, solar panels and rain
gardens. Create a soft
landscape with trees, green
planting screens and edible
gardens.

8

Refer to the Design Manual
for Urban Roads and Streets,
with special consideration on
the selection and texture of
different surface materials to
avoid trip and slip hazards and
ensure maximum accessibility
for all.

10 Listen to feedback and remain
flexible to adapt, maintain and
change as necessary.
Champion the outcome and
celebrate with a public event.

1

Local authorities should establish a
multi-disciplinary placemaking team,
including a Registered Architect with
urban design skills to create a holistic
vision.
Architects are trained to consider design holistically and lead in
the delivery of built environment projects. An architect
with urban design skills is involved in analysing places and
identifying opportunities.
This process leads to strategies that reimagine and revitalise
places, based on their individual qualities, to create a peoplecentred environment.
Architects lead multi-disciplinary teams and collaborate with
many stakeholders. Architects can engage with the local authority
and the community, develop innovative solutions and co-ordinate
a wide range of specialists involved in urban regeneration.
An important part of the role of the architect is to listen and to
develop a shared vision.
The RIAI publishes free advice on its website www.riai.ie.

2

Consult with the Local Authority,
Stakeholders and the Community
from an early stage to address built
heritage sensitivity, insurance
liabilities, etc. [as part of the Section
254 and the Section 38 process].

Participatory design process and consultation at early design stage are
recommended

3

Examine and audit the town centre,
streetscape and immediate
environment including a visual and
spatial audit – are you in an
Architectural Conservation Area?

Examples of visual audit at Clonakilty, and tactical urbanism project at
Naas Poplar Square and Kildare Market Square

4

With the Local Authority, seek to
de-clutter any unnecessary signage,
and relocate benches, bins etc. as
necessary to improve the public
realm.

Clonakilty Streetscape

5
Engage a Registered Architect to
develop quality design solutions that
are fully inclusive and accessible to all.
Choose an attractive range of outdoor
furniture for all abilities and ages.

Tactical Urbanism Covid19 response project in
Kildare Market Square
with temporary
installations

Clonakilty Main Street
with permanent
installations of hard and
soft landscaping

6
Working with your architect,
design an inclusive space for both
daytime and night-time activity.

Images from Clonakilty, Westport and Kildare Market Square

7
Enhance the public realm by using
good quality and durable materials.
Select materials and colours that
relate to and complement the local
context and character.

Clonakilty Streetscape, natural
stone and recycled glass

Tactical urbanism project,
Dún Laoghaire

8

Refer to the Design Manual for Urban
Roads and Streets, with special
consideration on the selection and
texture of different surface materials
to avoid trip and slip hazards and
ensure maximum accessibility for all.

Playful design for all,
Clonakilty Emmet Square

Clonakilty. Example of the
Design Manual for Urban
Roads and Streets traffic
calming measures using
tress to reduce car speed
and create a sense of place.

9

Put sustainability first - incorporating
sustainable drainage, solar panels,
USB charging and rain gardens.
Create a soft landscape with trees,
green planting screens and edible
gardens.

Example of soft landscaping at Kildare Market Square and smart
furniture incorporating a workstation with charging point for outdoor
working and socialising

10

Listen to feedback and remain
flexible to adapt, maintain and
change as necessary.
Champion the outcome and
celebrate with a public event!

A Stage to Linger Longer!
Clonakilty Street Carnival 2017

Look at what can be
achieved in just one day...

Look at what can be
achieved in just one
weekend...

